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FROM THE PASTOR 
 
While most of you have likely heard 
the news by now, I thought it might 
be valuable to repeat the main points 
of an announcement that was made 
in all three of our congregations on 
the last Sunday of September. The 
Lander Community Hospital in 
Lander, WY, has offered my wife, 
Susan, a position in their Physical 
Therapy department, an offer that 
she has accepted. 
 
We’ve been traveling out west for 
several years now, and even visited 
Lander on one of our earlier trips.  
And we’ve talked frequently of 
“someday” living in Wyoming or 
Montana without ever putting a time 
frame on those dreams. We certainly 
weren’t looking to make a change at 
this time. But this summer when the 
position was listed we talked and 
prayed about it some more, and with 
both of our kids gone – and with our 
son Kyle and his wife already living 
out west – it felt as if the time might 
be right to at least see what doors 
might open before us. Little did we 
know they would open so quickly!   
 
   

 
 
Susan will be starting her new job 
out in Lander sometime this fall, 
probably in November.  In the 
meantime we’ve listed our house 
and I will remain behind at least 
until it sells and possibly somewhat 
longer, depending upon the time of 
year and the needs of the churches 
whenever that finally takes place. 
 
In the months ahead we’ll be in 
conversation with our District 
Superintendent, Clay Oglesbee, as 
we make plans for the future even as 
we continue to seek God’s leading 
for our ministry together in this time 
and place.  Your prayers for all 
involved will be coveted.  
 
In Christ, 
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WORSHIP SERVICE 
ARCHIVES! 

 
We first began recording our 
Sunday messages as MP3 files on 
Confirmation Sunday in 2010, but 
with the limited disk space provided 
by our previous webhost could only 
leave them online for a few months.  
With the recent migration of our 
website to a provider who offers us 
unlimited storage we are now able to 
make all of our older sermons 
available again.  You can find them 
at: www.faithsv.net/SERMONS 

  
Cherry Grove UMC 
18183 160th Street 

Spring Valley, MN 55975 
 

Worship: 10:00 am Sunday 
Cowboy: 6:00 pm First Sunday 

 
Pastors: Beth Perez & Mark Rader 

 
Email: cgumc@frontiernet.net 

Phone:  1-507-937-3177 
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Faith UMC 
617 Maple Lane 

Spring Valley, MN 55975 
 

Worship: 9:00 am Sunday 
Worship:   5:00 pm Saturday 

 
Pastors: Mark Rader & Beth Perez 

 
Email: faithunited@centurytel.net 

Phone: 1-507-346-2830 
Web: faithsv.net 

�
 Fountain UMC 

Cedar Street & County Road 8 
Fountain, MN 55935 

 
Worship: 8:30 am Sunday 

  
 

Pastors: Beth Perez & Mark Rader   
 

Email: cgumc@frontiernet.net 
Phone: 1-507-268-4456 

Web: www.fountainumc.com 
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Faith United  Methodist Church   
617 Maple Lane 

Spring Valley, MN 55975 
Web Page: faithsv.net 

Saturday evening worship 5:00 p.m. 
 Sunday morning worship 9:00 a.m. 
Sunday School– all ages 10:00 a.m. 
Coffee & fellowship at 10:00 a.m. 

 
Office Hours:                  
8:00 - 4:00 Tuesday through Friday 
Office Phone:     
507-346-2830; Fax:  507-346-2877 
Office E-mail: 
faithunited@centurytel.net 
Pastor Mark Rader:  
Phone: 346-2878 
Email: faithpas@centurytel.net 
Pastor Beth Perez         
Phone: 259-4553 
Email: bethperez@myclearwave.net 
Youth Director Laura Perez 
Phone: 507-352-9522 
Email: lauraperez3@gmail.com 
Secretary:   
Louise Winfield  
Custodian:   
Paul Eberle 
Organist:   
Suzanne Eberle 
Bell Choir Dir.   
Kathy Casady 
Choir Pianist:  
Kristie Shorter 

 

 
 

NEWSLETTER  
DEADLINE 

 
The newsletter deadline for Decem-
ber will be  Tuesday, November 22nd 
at noon. If you would like to email 
your announcements or articles the 
address is faithunited@centurytel.net.  
Thank you. 

FUMC - SERVICE GROUP 
 
The Service Group handles the Sunday Coffee Hour the first three 
Sundays of the month.  The 4th Sunday will be served by the Sun-
day School and Youth. The 5th Sunday will be served by Cursillo 
participants.    
 

NOVEMBER 
*Gene and Jeanette Ramaker  346-2819 
*Greg & Jill Douglas  346-7705 
Doug & Jan Brick  346-2461 
Deb Fetterly   346-7869 
Jeanette July   346-2947 
Jeff & Tammy Kappers 346-2007 
Ron & Kim Kappers  346-9941 
Kathy Lucas   346-9833 
Matt & Joleen Ramaker 346-2751 
Gene & Gayle Reiland 346-2996 
Richard Toews  346-2631 

 
COOPERATIVE PARISH  

MISSION PROJECT! 
 

With the slowing of the economy we’re constantly being reminded 
of the struggle that many families have providing for their chil-
dren.  With that in mind the Cooperative Parish Council would like 
to host a winter clothing giveaway for the community early in No-
vember (probably on the 12th) as a local mission project.  We’re 
specifically looking for donations of new or “gently used” chil-
dren’s coats, mittens, hats, snowsuits and boots.   Clean items can 
be dropped off at any one of our three churches and we’ll see that 
they reach their destination.  NEW children’s underwear and socks 
would also be welcome.   While our focus is on items for children 
you can also bring winter coats for adults (again they must be new 
or gently used. The deadline to drop off items is November 6th. 
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Mary Vickmark made posters for 
the Mini-Market and they will be 
distributed around town. Judy Tart 
will be in charge of the kitchen 
and Judy Thomas will be making 
the rolls, Vivian Drinkall and 
Darlene Vrieze will be doing the 
meat. 
  
Betty Bernard reported Marian 
Lingenfelter and herself have been 
purchasing Christmas gifts for 4 
Fillmore County children in the 
past few years and would like 
someone else to do the purchasing 
this year. It was decided to send 
$100.00 to the Rural Concern 
Task Force of Preston for them to 
purchase the gifts. Betty 
Bernard  received a Get-Well card 
from the UMW, Barb Mosher, and 
thanked the UMW for all the 
thoughts and prayers. 
  
Christmas Dinner - The Annual 
Christmas dinner will be 11:30 
a..m., December 7th in the Church 
Fellowship Hall.  It will be a 
cooperative dinner and invite 
anyone that wishes to come. The 
dinnerware, plates, silverware and 
cups, will be furnished. 
  
The UMW Program booklets will 
be out for the January meetings. 
  
Confirmation Reception - 
Hannah Ramaker and Brandon 
Hammersa were confirmed. 
  
The Meals-on-Wheels Volunteer 
Dinner will be October 26 at the 
Community Center, deadline to 
sign up - October 14th. 
  
Darlene Vrieze read "Slow Down 
October" from the Ideals 
magazine. Members joined hands 
and prayed, "The Lord's Prayer".   
 

FAITH UNITED 
METHODIST WOMEN 

October 12, 2011 
1:30 pm 

 
The United Methodist Women met 
Wednesday, October 12, 2011, at 
1:30 p.m. in the Fireside 
Room. The 'Thank Offering' Pro-
gram was presented by Ruth Cir-
cle. At 1:50 p.m. Darlene Vrieze, 
chairperson, called the meeting to 
order with 11 members present. 
  
Secretary’s Report - The Secre-
tary's Report of September 14, 
2011 was distr ibuted and 
read.  Vivian Drinkall moved the 
Secretary's Report be ap-
proved, Pam Soma-Mori seconded, 
motion carried. 
  
Treasurer’s Report - The Treas-
urer's Report of September 2011 
was reviewed, Jean Barnhart 
moved the Treasurer's Report be 
approved, Sonja Hoag seconded, 
motion carried. 
  
Sunshine Report - Barb Mosher, 
chairperson, sent 11 Get Well 
cards and 9 Sympathy cards. 
  
Correspondence - A 'Thank You' 
letter was read from Louise Win-
field. 
  
Darlene Vrieze, chairperson, 
thanked Ruth Circle for the pro-
gram and Rachel Circle for the 
lunch. 
  
Meals-on-Wheels -  
October 10-14 - Rachel Circle 
November 7-11 - Ruth Circle. 
  
Mini-Market 
Saturday - November 5, 2011  
 

Meeting adjourned at 2:15 p.m. 
with members enjoying a deli-
cious pumpkin dessert in the 
Fellowship Hall. 
  
Shirley Hyland, 
Secretary  
 
*************************

RACHEL CIRCLE 
  

Rachel Circle met on Septem-
ber 21. Huberta was the hostess 
and Darlene had the lesson. 
The lesson was "What Makes 
Heaven Heavenly?" The Sun-
shine Report and the Secretar-
y’s Report were given. We dis-
cussed the UMW work day and 
made plans to serve the next 
UMW meeting. We also 
planned  for our part of the 
Mini Market. Barbara will be 
the hostess next month, Huber-
ta will have the lesson and Dar-
lene the Magazine Re-
port.                                           
                        Huberta         

 
RACHEL CIRCLE   

 
Rachel Circle met on October 
19. Barb was hostess. She 
served sweet popcorn puffs as 
an extra treat. Huberta gave the 
lesson titled "The Last Word 
on Life". Darlene gave the 
Magazine Report from the Oc-
tober Response. It  was ti-
tled  "Bright Lights". The Sec-
retary and Sunshine Repots 
were given and accepted. We 
discussed the up coming Mini 
Market. Items for sale should 
be brought in Friday or early 
Saturday. 
                                       
                         Huberta 
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RUTH CIRCLE 
 
Ruth Circle met on Thursday, Sep-
tember 15, at the home of Laurel 
Norman. There were eight mem-
bers present. 
 
The meeting was opened by Jean 
with a reading from Daily Guide-
posts.  
 
New Business—Ruth Circle will 
present the Thank Offering pro-
gram for the next UMW meeting on 
Wednesday, October 12. Ruth Cir-
cle is in charge of the cinnamon 
rolls and coffee for the Mini Market 
on November 5. Judy Thomas has 
volunteered to furnish the baked 
goods. It was announced that the 
Sarah Circle is disbanding. The 
next Circle meeting will be October 
20 at Marilyn Majors home. 
 
Articles were read and then we en-
joyed a delicious oatmeal pie des-
sert with coffee.  
 
Submitted by, 
Marie Tart 

 
RUTH CIRCLE 

 
Ruth Circle met on Thursday, Octo-
ber 20, at the home of Marilyn Ma-
jors. There were ten members pre-
sent. 
 
The meeting was opened by Jean 
Barnhart with a reading from Daily 
Guideposts.  
 
The minutes from the September 
15, 2011, meeting were read and 
approved.  
 
Old Business—Judy Thomas will 
be in charge of the coffee hour for 
the Mini Market.  
 

She has asked for three volunteers 
from our circle to work in the kitch-
en. Lois, Sonja, and Pam volun-
teered. 
 
New Business—Jean asked for vol-
unteers to help with calling the Jan-
uary, February, March, and April 
Service Groups to ask for donations 
of food or cash, as well as volun-
teers to work in the kitchen, for the 
Mini Market. Marilyn Majors, Ei-
leen, Marie, and Jean volunteered 
to do the calling. Jean also remind-
ed us that the Christmas Party/
Potluck will be December 7 at the 
church, starting at 11:30. This year 
we only need to bring a dish to 
pass. We do not have to bring 
plates and utensils. Next month’s 
meeting will be November 17 with 
Eileen Churchill as hostess. 
 
Everyone gave their reading, and 
we closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Marilyn served a delicious apple 
pie dessert with ice cream.  
 
Submitted by, 
Marie Tart 

 

SARAH CIRCLE  
Wednesday, October 19, 2011 

1:30 p.m. 
  

Marian Lingenfelter, chairperson, 
called the meeting to order at 1:30 
p.m. in the Fireside Room with 4 
members present.   
 
Marian read from the book, 
"Grace" by Max  Lucado, 

"Confident In the Father". 
 
Secretary's Report - The Secretar-
y's Report of September 21st was 
read and approved as read. 
  
Sunshine Report - Betty Bernard, 
chairperson, reported visiting Sha-
ron Rasmussen and taking her a 
card.   
Betty read a 'Thank You' card from 
Sharon Rasmussen.   
  
Old Business - The October 12th 
UMW Meeting was a 'Thank Offer-
ing'.   
  
New Business - A discussion was 
held on changing the meeting day 
for Sarah Circle and there will be 
more discussion later. 
  
Meals-on-Wheels - Sarah Circle 
will deliver Meals-on-Wheels De-
cember 5-9th. 
  
Mini-Market - The Mini-Market 
will be held November 5th.  Marian 
Lingenfelter will do the calling fol-
lowing MEA.  The beautiful poster 
was made by Mary Vickmark and 
the posters will be distributed to 
stores.  Sarah Circle will be in 
charge of the Bake Sale and 
Crafts.  Marian Lingenfelter has 
labels to mark the cost of the 
items.  Ruth Circle will be in 
charge of coffee and rolls.  Nancy 
Cornell gave a list of names she is 
having help as hostesses, etc.  
  
The meeting adjourned at 2:30 p.m. 
with members praying, "The Lord's 
Prayer".  Members adjourned to the 
Fellowship Room where Betty Ber-
nard served apple crisp and good-
ies. 
  
Shirley Hyland 
Secretary 
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 FUMC COUNCIL 
MINUTES 

October 18, 2011 
 
The meeting was called to order at 
7:02 pm by Chairperson Jill Doug-
las.   Members present were Jill 
Douglas, Pastor Mark Rader, Mary 
Grems, Kathy Lucas, Jan Hammon, 
Jeff Kappers, Carol Langdon, 
Deanna Capelle, Gloria Blakeslee, 
Barb Paul and Arlynn Ness. 
 
A devotional was given by Kathy 
Lucas. 
 
The September minutes were re-
viewed & a motion was made to 
approve them.  m/s/c 
 
The meeting began with a presenta-
tion & discussion on FUMC’s 2010
-2013 Ministry Plan, with some 
recommended changes to align it 
with the 16 key indicators of vital 
congregations.  A copy can be ob-
tained from the church office or 
Pastors Mark or Beth. 
 
Financial Report:  The FUMC 
Church Accounts report was made 
available to the Council as it is eve-
ry month.  The checking account 
balance as of 09/30/11 was 
$3,019.71.  The roof loan balance 
on 10/18/11 was $3,985.41.  The 
apportionment balance on 09/30/11 
was $14,092.76 ($10,000 has been 
paid). 
 
Missions:  Kathy stated she had 
nothing to report. 
 
Worship:  Carol reported that the 
committee met 09/25/11.  Main 
topic was Laity Sunday on 
10/16/11.  Gloria and Arlynn 
planned the service with assistance 
from the congregation.   
 

All Saints Day was discussed, 
which will be 11/06/11, along with 
how to honor those who have 
passed away the past year.  Next 
meeting will be 10/23/11. 
 
Membership: Mary reported that 
Brandon Hammersma and Hannah 
Ramaker were confirmed 10/2/11, 
making our membership total 326. 
 
Staff/Parish: Deanna reported that 
the next meeting is 10/25/11. The 
combined parish SPRC met on Oc-
tober 10th at Faith to recommend 
pastoral compensation for 2012. 
 
Trustees: Jeff reported 10/1/11 was 
all-member church workday, spon-
sored by the Trustees.  Despite low 
attendance, much was accom-
plished.  More upkeep & repair pro-
jects are planned. 
 
Education:  Barb reported that the 
committee met recently to plan Fall 
and Christmas Season activities. 
 
Lay Leader:  Gloria reported that 
Laity Sunday was successful with 
good Laity participation. 
 
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor Mark re-
ported the church website is coming 
along quite well.  All the 2010 & 
2011 sermons have now been up-
loaded and are available, as well as 
all of the 2011 newsletters.  With 
the exception of changes to some of 
the sites that we “link” to, it is be-
lieved that all the broken hyperlinks 
have now been repaired.  Louise is 
still being trained to use the new 
site & is taking over more of the 
weekly additions.  A “collage” of 
pictures is being put together to 
form a new masthead.  Usage re-
ports indicate that visits to the web-
site are up dramatically since the 
change has been made.   
 

A few weeks ago, FUMC had visi-
tors at the Saturday evening service 
who found us, and our service time, 
on the web. 
 
October 2, 2011, was Confirmation 
Sunday.  Brandon Hammersma and 
Hannah Ramaker were confirmed 
and did a wonderful job on their 
confirmation presentations! Bran-
don did the Children’s Message and 
Hannah sang a song. 
 
Weddings are mostly completed for 
the year, although Pastor Beth still 
has one coming up outside FUMC. 
 
The Fall Stewardship Campaign for 
2012 will be built around exploring 
the reasons that members give.  
Pastor Mark is looking for 3-4 peo-
ple to make presentations during 
worship, beginning late this month. 
 
FUMC will be hosting a larger 
“Cluster” style Charge Conference 
on 11/29/11.  Only necessary busi-
ness will be conducted so that our 
Dist. Supt. Clay Oglesbee, can offer 
instruction on UMC’s Vital Con-
gregation Initiative.  The link to the 
website introducing the program is 
www.UMVitalCongregations.org . 
 
The Cooperative Parish Council 
met recently.  Time was spent lift-
ing up things that are going well 
and looking at places where the 3 
parishes can enhance their ministry 
together.  The group also voted to 
distribute 1/2 of the proceeds from 
the 4th of July fundraiser to the 
Spring Valley Foodshelf and the 
other ½ to the “Imagine No Malar-
ia” campaign. 
 
New Business:  New signature 
cards need to be signed at the 
banks.  Resolutions were read.  A 
motion was made, and seconded, to 
sign the resolutions.  m/s/c 
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FUMC COUNCIL 
MINUTES 

October 18, 2011 
(continued) 

 
Jeff Kappers read a 10/17/11 col-
umn from the Rochester Post Bul-
letin regarding the “Church Lady” 
law, which requires at least one 
volunteer at each church event in-
volving food is trained in food safe-
ty.  There was much discussion on 
this subject, along with updating of 
FUMC’s kitchen. 
 
Old Business:  Mandy Hyland, 
who provides “For-Profit” counsel-
ing for high school students, has 
asked for office space at FUMC 
once per week.  A motion was 
made, and seconded, to accept 
Mandy’s proposal, with her paying 
$50.00 per month to FUMC.  m/s/c. 
 
The next Ad Council meeting will 
be 11/15/11, with devotions provid-
ed by Jeff. 
 
A motion was made to adjourn at 
8:24 pm.  m/s/c 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Arlynn Ness,  
Co-Ad Council Secretary 
 
**************************** 

 

VOLUNTEERS  
NEEDED 

 
The Spring Valley FoodShelf is in 
need of volunteers to help work on 
Saturdays from 9:00 - 12:00 pm. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“I have learned that the main differ-
ence between a congregation in de-
cline and one with a future is the 
difference between practicing the 
faith for the exclusive benefit of 
“insiders” (the members of that 
congregation) or passionate con-
cern for the “outsiders” (those who 
have yet to hear and to respond to 
the gospel).”   
 
Bishop William Willimon,  
North Alabama Conference of  
the United Methodist Church 

 
 
**************************** 

 
FAITH STEWARDSHIP 

CAMPAIGN! 
 
As 2011 winds to a close we’ll 
soon be coming to the congregation 
with our 2012 Stewardship Cam-
paign.  We’ve just begun the pro-
cess of pulling together next year’s 
budget numbers and would ask that 
Committee Chairs get their requests 
to us as soon as possible. Please be 
in prayer concerning your support 
for the church in 2012.    
 
 

 
 

FOUNTAIN UMW 
MEETING MINUTES 

 
Fountain UMW met on Sept. 28, 
2011 at Kayla Amundson’s home. 
We read and discussed lesson 18 in 
our "Growing in Wisdom and 
Faith" study book.  Joann opened 
our business meeting by reading 
"God's Wings". Twelve members 
answered roll call.  Secretary and 
Treasurers reports were read and 
accepted. Cynthia reminded us that 
we need to decide the amount of 
our Pledge to Missions for next 
year.     
 
Tracy suggested that we submit 
items to the parish newsletter. After 
discussion it was decided that our 
secretary will submit minutes of 
our meetings. Tracy will submit 
prayer concerns of our congrega-
tion, monthly birthdays, and other 
news relayed to her. Meeting was 
adjourned and we joined in the 
Lord’s Prayer and sang the Wesley-
an Grace. Shirley W. and Jenny 
served us our choice of two won-
derful desserts. 
 
Kathleen Reynolds,  
Secretary 
 
 
 

UPPER ROOM 
 
A pocket-sized  daily devotional  is 
available for a small donation every 
month. They are located near the 
doors to the Fellowship Hall. Each 
day includes prayer and description 
plus suggestions on how to use the 
daily notes. Stop by and pick up 
your copy today. 
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IMAGINE NO MALARIA! 
 
Did you know that:   
·    Malaria is a life-threatening disease caused by parasites that are transmitted to people through the 
 bites of infected mosquitoes.  
 In Africa a child dies every 45 seconds of malaria and the disease accounts for approximately 20% of 

 all childhood deaths.  
 Malaria is preventable and curable.  
 Increased malaria prevention and control measures are dramatically reducing the malaria burden in 

 many places. 
 In 2009 there were 225 million cases of malaria worldwide (a decrease from 233 million cases in 2000) 
·     In 2009, malaria caused an estimated 781,000 deaths, (a decrease from 985,000 deaths in 2000) mostly 
 among African children.  
 The United Methodist Church has launched a church wide initiative to combat malaria. 
 
During this year’s Advent and Christmas seasons we’ll be providing an opportunity for all three of our con-
gregations to not only learn more about this disease but also to act to eradicate it.  Please be watching for 
more information!      
 
*************************************************** *********************************** 

 
YOUTH NEWS 

 
The FUMC youth group would like to thank the members of the Maple Leaf Parrish congregations 
for their extreme generosity in both fabric donations and monetary donations.  Our mission pro-
ject; "Project Linus" has done a lot for our youth group and is expected to do much for the lives of 
the blanket recipients.  I am looking forward to seeing the results of our efforts and am enjoying 

watching how the youth are starting to put things in perspective.  It is amazing how something as simple as 
a "blankie" can demonstrate God's everlasting comfort, warmth and sense of security.  
 
WANTED: 
Gently used items to be used as gifts. (Scarves, purses, candles, wallets, ties etc.)   
Christmas Wrapping Paper 
 
 
The FUMC youth will be hosting a "Christmas Shopping Extravaganza."  This event will be set up for chil-
dren to attend and purchase (at minimal prices) gifts for their parents, siblings, grandparents etc. All items 
donated will be sold and gift wrapped. This is not a rummage sale- so we ask only for newer, clean items. 
All donations can be left at the church and placed in the youth room.  More information to come!!  
 

 
Youth Meetings for November: 
November 13th 5:00pm - 7:00pm 
November 20th 5:00 pm- 7:00 pm 
 

If you would like to provide a meal for our youth on either of these dates please contact Laura Perez. 
507-352-9522 home, 919-971-9255 cell  lauraeperez3@gmail.com 
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CHERRY GROVE  
WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

 
On Sunday, October 30th, we will 
be starting worship ½ hour earlier 
(at 9:30 a.m.) in order to ensure that 
we are finished before folks begin 
coming for the Pork Roast Dinner. 
Please pass this information along 
to others who may have missed the 
announcement in church.   

 

CHERRY GROVE 
NEWS 

 
Yay! The ceiling and insulation in 
the front entrance and in the office 
are all completed. It looks great! A 
very kind-hearted lady is painting 
the office (thanks, Beth M.)  And I 
understand that carpet may be in-
stalled in the office. My feet will be 
warm in the winter when I work in 
there (and maybe my high-heel 
shoes won’t make so much noise.   
 
All the electrical work is done, so 
we should have no problems plug-
ging in all the roasters for the dinner 
on Oct. 30th .  
 
Now we need to get some new light 
fixtures. Anyone interested in se-
lecting those? Let me know and I 
can go too. There are a few more 
things on the Trustees’ wish list, but 
we’ll have to schedule those as time 
and funds permit.  
 
Thank you so much to the Trustees 
who have worked so hard on these 
projects and much, much more this 
summer. You are truly a blessing to 
our church. 
 
��������	�
�

 
 

Last month as I was rummaging 
through stuff in the Cherry Grove 
church office (don’t tell Pastor 
Mark because he might think I’m 
snooping), I ran across baptismal 
files and I thought it would be inter-
esting to look at that huge record 
book.  I found it very interesting  
that on Palm Sunday, 1954, there 
were eight babies baptized in Cher-
ry Grove and I thought I would like 
to ask a few questions and find out 
(and tell you) where those “babies” 
are now. 
Well, with the help of Vivian 
Drinkall, aka Sherlock Holmes , we 
managed to identify all the babies 
and  with their permission (or their 
parents’ permission), we would like 
to give you an update on them.  
Dennis Lynn Drinkall, son of Dar-
rell and Vivian Drinkall was bap-
tized that day at the Cherry Grove 
church. At age 31, in 1984, in fact 
on Vivian’s  50th birthday, Dennis 
passed away from injuries sustained 
in an automobile accident. Dennis 
had two children, Laura and Ben. 
Laura lives in Dodge Center and 
has two children of her own; 
Westen and Brynn.  Ben lives in 
Brandon, SD and has one child, 3 
year old, Kayla, a lovely Native 
American little girl who was adopt-
ed by Ben and his wife. Vivian was 
so proud to tell me about her grand-
children. And I loved listening to 
her tell me.  
Kathi Marlene Finke, daughter of 
John and Bernis Finke was born 
January 23,1954. In 1972 she mar-
ried Wally Ryan. Wally passed 
away in May 2011. They had 2 chil-
dren, Angela and Joey.  Angela 
married Rob Hiatt and they have 2 
children, April is 11 years old and 
Ryan is 13.Kathi worked in a Den-
tal Office for many years. She has 
lived in Broken Arrow, OK since 
1978.  
 

Revelee Jean Vreeman was bap-
tized that day as well. She is the 
daughter of Joe and Roene Vree-
man. She is married to Steve and 
they live in Rochester, MN. 
Twins, Alan Paul and Eloise Carol 
Mathison, children of Paul and June 
Mathison were also baptized that 
day. Alan is married to Linda and 
they have two children, Alex, who 
is a student at the University of 
Wisconsin at LaCrosse and Jamie, 
who is in the 5th grade. Alan over-
sees and manages the Mathison 
farming operation. Eloise is married 
to Gary Skaggs, they live in Preston 
and have one daughter, Paula, who 
is a senior at St. Olaf.  
Another set of twins, Jean Ellen and 
Jerry Allen Van deWeerd, children 
of Eugene and Daphne Van 
deWeerd . Both parents passed 
away in the late '80's early '90's.  
Jean Ellen (Jeanie) died as a result 
of being hit by a car while waiting 
for the school bus.  Jerry was the 
eldest of a family of 7 or 8 children. 
Eugene was  John Finke’s  1st 
cousin. Jerry lives in Austin, MN 
and works in the Deli Dept at 
HYVEE. 
Curtis Dean Henrickson, son of 
Nordahl and Louise Henrickson  
was also baptized that day. He is the 
brother of Linda Gawthrop, whom 
we pray for every Sunday as she 
battles cancer.  Dean has passed 
away and his mother, Louise Hen-
rickson passed away this year as 
well. 
So there they are. This is part of the 
history of Cherry Grove. I’m start-
ing to be able to put families togeth-
er. But I have to tell you, I’m find-
ing out that John Finke has 
soooooooo many cousins. 
I’ll see what other tidbits of infor-
mation I can find out for next time. 
Blessings to all!                           
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Mini Market 
FAITH UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
617 Maple Lane 
Spring Valley, MN 
 

Saturday, November 5, 2011 
9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

 
 Try the new “Rest and Be Thankful” FUMC Coffee Shop with choice 

of pastries, coffee or tea for $2.00   from 9:00 - 10:30 a.m. 
 
    Lunch: 11:00 a.m.- 1:00 p.m.  

Menu: Beef/Pork Sandwiches 
Assorted salads, Pie & Beverage 
 
Adults: $7.00; Children 5-8: $3.50 
 Children under 5 free 

  


