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FROM THE PASTOR 
 
By the time this newsletter arrives 
in your mailboxes we’ll be finished 
(hopefully) with our Christmas 
celebrations and, in the Church at 
least, on our way to the season of 
Epiphany.  The name of this 
sometimes overlooked season in the 
Church year is taken from the 
Greek “Epiphanos”, which means 
“to manifest or appear”.  It’s not a 
coincidence, then, that the scripture 
readings assigned to the Sundays in 
Epiphany all speak, in their own 
way, of some of the different ways 
that God has appeared or been 
manifested in the lives of those 
whose stories are recorded in the 
Bible, beginning, naturally enough, 
with the visiting Magi who had 
come to find the Christ Child.         
 
I’ve been thinking a bit about that 
season, a part of planning ahead 
(actually I’m already thinking about 
Lent, but let’s not go there just yet!) 
and it’s occurred to me that it might 
be valuable for us to incorporate the 
Epiphany theme into our living, 
praying, worshipping and serving 
not simply for a season, but for all 
of 2011.  By that I mean that it 
might prove beneficial if we were 
to seek to be much more open to 
seeing the ways and places that God 
is at work around us and hopefully 
in our lives. 
 

 
 
 
Truth is, it’s easy sometimes to 
miss God.  That may because we’re 
too distracted by other things, or 
perhaps we’re just not looking.  In 
fact, I’d guess that more of us 
become aware that God has been 
present with us by looking “in the 
rear-view mirror” of life than notice 
His presence in the moment.  While 
that can be encouraging too, how 
much more might we be sustained, 
perhaps in times of trial, if we’re 
sensing God’s nearness and activity 
in that moment.   
 
As the Magi searched intently for 
the One whose birth had been 
foretold, so too would I invite you 
to make this a year in which you 
look to see the God who still enters 
our world and works in our midst! 
 
In Christ, 
    
Pastor Mark 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

LAURA PEREZ TO  
TAKE OVER YOUTH 

FELLOWSHIP 
   
If you’ve been following the 
announcements regarding Youth 
Fellowship meetings this past fall, 
than you probably noticed that we 
were only able to meet three times 
(a fourth was canceled) from 
September through December.  
There have simply been too many 
other conflicts on both Wednesday 
evenings and Sunday afternoons for 
Pastor Mark to be able to provide 
regular leadership, and with the 
added Saturday evening service his 
schedule has gotten even tighter. 
 
That’s why we’re delighted to be 
able to welcome Laura Perez as our 
new very part-time (about five 
hours per week) Youth Fellowship 
Coordinator.  She was employed as 
a Youth Leader at her church in 
North Carolina before returning to 
Minnesota, and she brings a wealth 
of experience and enthusiasm to 
this new position.  Our Church 
Council has voted to fund the 
position on a trial basis through 
2011, with her responsibilities 
tracking with the school year. 
 
We hope that you’ll welcome and 
support Laura in this new endeavor! 
 
 

REFLECTIONS  
JANUARY 2011 
 
Faith United Methodist Church 
617 Maple Lane 
Spring Valley, MN 55975 
 
Pastors Mark Rader & Beth Perez 
Saturday Worship 5:00 P.M. 
Sunday Worship 9:00 A.M. 

Church 
Email: faithunited@centurytel.net 
Web: www.faithsv.net 
Phone:  1-507-346-2830 
Mark 
Phone:1-507-346-2878 
Email: faithpas@centurytel.net 
Beth 
Phone: 1-507-259-4553 
Email: bethperez@myclearwave.net  
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Faith United  Methodist Church   
617 Maple Lane 

Spring Valley, MN 55975 
 

Web Page: faithsv.net 
Saturday evening worship 5:00 p.m. 
 Sunday morning worship 9:00 a.m. 

Sunday School 10:00 a.m. 
Coffee & fellowship at 10:00 a.m. 

 
Office Hours:                  
8:00 - 4:00 Tuesday through Friday 
Office Phone:     
507-346-2830; Fax:  507-346-2877 
Office E-mail: 
faithunited@centurytel.net 
Pastor Mark Rader:  
Phone: 346-2878 
Email: faithpas@centurytel.net 
Pastor Beth Perez         
Phone: 259-4553 
Email: bethperez@myclearwave.net 
Secretary:   
Louise Winfield  
Custodian:   
Paul Eberle 
Organist:   
Suzanne Eberle 
Bell Choir Dir.   
Kathy Casady 
Choir Pianist:  
Kristie Shorter 

 

APPORTIONMENTS  
  

Faith UMC has paid $8234 of the 
$25,340 owed for apportionments for 
2010. With your help we can contrib-
ute to the connectional work of the 
church. United Methodists support 
apportioned and designated funds by 
combining several smaller gifts into a 
larger amount. Individual churches 
can minister to a small area; however, 
as a connectional church, we can do 
big things, all in the name of Jesus 
Christ. Gifts must be sent by January 
10th to fulfill our 2010 apportion-
ments. 

The Service Group handles the Sunday Coffee Hour the first three 
Sundays of the month.  The 4th Sunday will be served by the Sun-
day School and Youth. The 5th Sunday will be served by Cursillo 
participants.    
 
 

JANUARY 2011 
 
*Twyla Hellickson  346-2694 
*Rusty & Kelly Hellickson 346-2873 
Pauline Carson  346-7569 
Bryan & Jody Hagan  346-7253 
Jimmie & Roberta Heckerson 346-2242 
Rev. Burton & Sonja Hoag 378-2371 
Evan & Sandy Hulbert 346-2355 
Darly Lecy   346-2747 
Gail Rollie   346-2198 
Cyndy Sheldon  346-2860 
Iola Tompson   346-7518 
 

 
 

  
OFFICE ASSISTANCE  

 
Louise will be out of the office from January 11th through January 
28th. Assistance is needed to type and print the bulletin and newslet-
ter, answer phones a nd assist in general office duties.  
 
If you would like to volunteer please call the church office at 346-
2830 and leave  a message or talk to one of the following Staff Parish 
Committee members: Cheryl Boyd, Deanna Capelle, Stu Gross, Joel 
Huebner, Gloria Blakeslee, Denise Kalenda, Tom Ramaker, Sonja 
Hoag, or Pastors Mark and Beth. 
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One member who lives away and 
cannot attend has withdrawn and 
ten members who have not 
responded to our attempts to 
contact them for at least two year 
were removed by charge 
conference action on November 
17, 2010.  Total membership is 
now 330. 
 
Pastor’s Report (Pastor Beth):  
Pastor Beth said that she has been 
invited to do a “pulpit exchange” 
with Stewartville UMC on 
January 16, 2010.   
 
Pastor’s Report (Pastor Mark):  
Stewardship Campaign: FUMC 
will be receiving the Grow One 
Sunday pledges Dec 18 & 19, 
2010 rather than on the 11th & 12th 
due to services being canceled due 
to the blizzard last week.  A 
handful of pledge sheets have 
been received in the mail.  Final 
sermon in the Stewardship series 
will also be on the 18th & 19th. 
 
Approximately $400 was received 
in the congregational offering 
toward the computer fund.  
Another $660 was received from 
the Maloney family in memory of 
Art which was designated for this 
fund.  A new computer for the 
pastor has been built; a rough cost 
for a new worship computer is 
ready. 
 
The YF met last Wednesday.  
Caroling that was scheduled for 
this Wednesday has been 
postponed.  The pastor’s schedule 
makes it extremely difficult for 
Pastor Mark to lead regular YF 
meetings and it will get even 
worse during Lent.  For this 
reason, Laura Perez has asked 
whether or not the church would 
be interested in hiring her as an 
extremely part-time Youth Leader.  
She was employed as a Youth 
Leader by a church in North 

AD COUNCIL 
DECEMBER 14, 2010 

 
The Ad Council meeting convened 
at 7:15 pm with devotions by 
Arlynn.  Members present were Pas-
tor Mark Rader, Pastor Beth Perez, 
Jan Hammon, Carol Langdon, Mary 
Grems, Nancy Cornell and Arlynn 
Ness. 
 
The minutes of the November meet-
ing were read and a motion was 
made to approve. m/s/c 
 
Worship:   Worship committee met 
on November 28, 2010. The main 
goal was to assist Pastor Mark and 
Pastor Beth in lining up people to 
help with the Advent candle light-
ing.  It is the hope to have the mem-
bers of the confirmation class and 
their families participate.   
 
A final decision on a time for next 
summer’s concert series was made:  
7:00 pm, the same as last summer.  
Better lighting was discussed. 
 
100% of the worship committee has 
agreed to serve again in 2011:  are 
Pam Soma-Mori, Arlynn Ness, Gail 
Rollie, Norma Merkel, Barb Paul 
and Carol Langdon.  Meetings will 
continue on a Sunday morning of 
the month at 7:45 am.  This seems 
to work very well for the commit-
tee. 
 
Twyla Hellickson is lining up music 
for the Saturday night services.  She 
has also made arrangements with 
Tootie’s for a Saturday night supper 
special available to anyone who at-
tends the Saturday 5:00 pm service 
and takes their bulletin in as proof. 
 
There will be no December meeting. 
 
Membership:  Mary reported on 
membership changes.  
 

Carolina before returning to 
MN.  Her proposal is available 
for tonight’s meeting.  
(proposal available) 
 
A reminder was given that 
Christmas falls on a Saturday 
in 2010.  Since there are two 
Christmas Eve services on Fri-
day, the 24th, as well as FUMC 
hosting the Christmas Day 
Dinner on the 25th, there will 
NOT be any worship service 
on Saturday night, the 25th.  
This will be publicized in the 
newsletter and bulletins as 
well as in the local newspaper.  
There will, of course, be ser-
vices on Sunday, December 
26th.  Musicians are being 
sought to help with a Contem-
porary Service. 
 
There has not been time to 
switch the website to a new 
server yet, though they have 
been in conversation with the 
company FUMC is leaning 
towards, to get some answers 
to technical questions. 
 
Sound System:  Sim Sound 
has repaired the bad mic con-
nection.  They have also sent 
two mics on loan to try out for 
the children’s program (which 
was postponed). 
 
Valley Christian Center is in 
charge of planning for the 
Christmas Day Dinner at 
FUMC.  Representatives from 
the various churches have been 
meeting to plan. 
 
The Co-operative Parish 
Council met a few weeks ago.  
They will meet again in Janu-
ary to look at a handful of co-
operative ministry proposals. 
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seconded and approved to increase 
staff support item “K-Local Ministeri-
al Association-from $50 to $100. 
 
Motion was made, seconded and ap-
proved as to the increases, all under 
1%, for Items C-J for 2011.   
 
Motion was made, seconded and ap-
proved for Item “O”, with the stipula-
tion that a guest pastor would be paid 
$100 for both services (Saturday and 
Sunday); $75 for Sunday only, or $50 
for Saturday night only. 
 
Motion was made, seconded and ap-
proved that the “Local Church Pro-
gram” part of the 2011 budget, with 
changes to item “J” Worship Commit-
tee, and excluding Item “O” (Good 
Earth Village Membership) to be 
dealt with and discussed separately.   
 
Motion was made, seconded and ap-
proved to leave the Good Earth Vil-
lage Membership at $400/year.   
 
Motion was made, seconded and ap-
proved to accept the total budget. 
 
The next Ad Council meeting is set 
for Tuesday, January 18, 2011.  
Arlynn or Carla Ness will supply the 
devotion.  Meeting adjourned at 8:55 
pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Arlynn Ness,  
Co-Ad Council Secretary 
 
 

There have been several conver-
sations regarding Lenten plans 
with other area UM pastors.  Be-
cause this past summers’ changes 
have stretched the distance be-
tween some charges, the current 
plans are to hold all of the 2011 
Lenten services at Faith UMC 
(this could change). 
 
Old Business:  Worship comput-
er updates were discussed (report 
available).  Also, in response to a 
question from the Christian Ed. 
Committee, Sim’s Sound has rec-
ommended that two microphones 
(costing $200 each) would ade-
quately mic the kids for their 
programs and no longer require 
us to find enough individual mi-
crophones to pick up their lines 
and singing. 
 
New Business:  Pastor Mark 
shared a proposal by Laura Perez 
concerning the possibility of her 
becoming a part-time Director of 
Youth Ministry at FUMC.  Mo-
tion was made to accept Laura’s 
proposal, which will coincide 
with the school year.  After dis-
cussion, motion carried. 
 
A $10,000 gift has been received 
by FUMC.  It was recommended 
by the members of the Ad Coun-
cil to use $1,250 for the Worship 
Computer Updates; $3,000 for 
Apportionments, $2,520 for Di-
rector of Youth Ministry for cal-
endar year 2011; and $400 for 
the overhead microphones; 
$2,500 for the roof loan.  The 
remaining $330 will go to the 
general fund.  Motion was made 
to accept this, seconded, and mo-
tion carried. 
 
Financial accounts were re-
viewed.  A motion was made, 

TEAM UP 
 
Team up against Malaria with 
the United Methodist Church. 
Come and watch Kevin Love 
and the Minnesota Timber-
wolves take on the New Orle-
ans Hornets on February 25th 
and join the United Methodist 
church, in conjunction with the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in America, to Team Up 
Against Malaria. $5 from every 
ticket sold will go toward ef-
forts to reduce the impact of 
malaria in Africa. Registration 
information is located on the 
bulletin board. 

 
FOOD SHELF 

 
The Spring Valley Area Food 
Shelf has a need for cereal. 
None has been available from 
Channel One and it is a staple 
for both families and seniors. 
 

END OF YEAR 
CONTRIBUTIONS 

 
End of year contributions are 
effective on the date received 
by the church. The only excep-
tion is a check mailed and 
postmarked in 2010 even if 
received after year end. Please 
do not file your 2010 taxes un-
til you have received written 
acknowledgement from the 
church of the contributions. 
Thank you. 
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Christmas Program Reschedule for Sunday, 
January 9th at 10:30. 

Due to recent weather conditions and family celebrations, 
the program “Come to the Stable” has been rescheduled 
for Sunday, January 9th at 10:30.  There will be a regular 

coffee hour and hopefully everyone will have enough time 
to meet and greet their friends. 

 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Program practice will be on Wednesday, January 5th at 
6:00 for PreSchool – 5th grades and 7:00 for 6-9th grades; 
and again on Saturday, January 8th at 9:00 a.m. for Pre-

School-5th grades and 10:30 for 6-9th grades. 
 

             Sunday School Schedule 
There will be no Sunday School for the children on Decem-

ber 26th or January 2nd. The adult class will meet on Jan. 
2nd. 

God’s Greatest Gift 
 and he shall be called Immanuel, “ 

God is with us”. 
 
 

Into the world came… 
God’s purest Light to show us the way; 
God’s perfect Savior to free us from sin; 

God’s tender Shepherd to care for our needs; 
God’s sure Foundation to make us secure; 

God’s fullest Joy to give us a song; 
God’s broken Bread to satisfy our hunger; 

God’s conquering King to rule in our hearts; 
God’s healing Fountain to make us whole; 

God’s highest Purpose to fulfill our longings; 
God’s quieting Peace to bring us rest; 

God’s redeeming Love to make us His own. 
                                           Roy Lessin 

  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Happy Birthday ….  

12/31   Colt Hamersma 
1/2   James Howard 
1/11    Riley Paul 
1/15    Nicole Lee 
1/19    Andrew Ramaker 
2/9    Brianna Lee 
 
 

 

We celebrate with  
you on your  special day!                                       

 
 
 
 
 

Happy New Year 
To leave the old with a burst of song; 
To recall the right and forgive the wrong; 
To forget the things that bind you fast 
To the vain regrets of the year that’s past; 
To have the strength to let go your hold 
Of the not worth while of the days grown old; 
To dare go forth with a purpose true, 
To the unknown task of the year that’s new; 
To help your brother along the road, 
To do his work and lift his load; 
To add your gift to the world’s good cheer, 
Is to have and to give a Happy New Year.�

~ Author Unknown ~ 
 
 

               Coming soon… 
                      Join us soon for winter fun 
                         …..Sledding, roller 

skating &                                      
  
 and  more!  
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SATURDAY EVENING  
WORSHIP SERVICE 

 
Our tentative list of musicians for our 5:00 
p.m. services on Saturday for the month of 
January are as follows: 
 
01/01 Carla Ness, Carol Langdon, and 
 Cheryl Boyd 
01/08 Country at Heart  with Diane 
 (Ramaker)  Bicknese, Mary 
 (Ramaker) Schultz,  and Denice 
 Hayes 
01/15 Karla Hamersma 
01/22 Bill Johnson 
01/29 Barb Mosher 

 
COWBOY CHURCH  

Cowboy Worship will be held at 5:00 p.m. 
on Sunday, January 2, 2011, at the Cherry 
Grove United Methodist Church. 

 
END OF YEAR  

CONTRIBUTIONS 
End of year contributions are effective on 
the date received by the church. The only 
exception is a check mailed and post-
marked in 2010 even if received after year 
end. Please do not file your 2010 taxes un-
til you have received written acknowledge-
ment from the church of the contributions. 
Thank you. 
  

2011 OFFERING  
ENVELOPES 

Offering envelopes for 2011 are located in 
the Fellowship Hall. If you do not see one 
with your name on them, contact Louise in 
the church office. Please remember to 
throw last year’s envelopes away as the 
numbers change each year. Thank you. 
 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 
CLASS RESUMES  
JANUARY 2, 2011 

THANK YOU 
from Sam & Gloria Blakeslee 

 
The ALS Bake Sale held during Christmas on His-
toric Broadway (Dec. 11, 2010)  was a  success 
considering the blizzard and along with that…it 
was cold!  “Thank You” to everyone that participat-
ed in our bake sale by either donating and/or buy-
ing baked goods. We had a nice variety of goodies 
again.  Since we also had a sled raffle for a Polaris 
sled with the Twins logo on it, our combined total 
from both the bake sale and raffle was $2,102. We 
still have ticket books out, so that is not the final 
total.   
 
We sincerely appreciated the people that braved the 
cold, wind and snow to come to the festivities and 
also our bake sale. Once again, thank you to our 
team who was with us helping out as usual. As al-
ways, our family is grateful for all the support and 
loyalty for our fundraiser.  One of these days, we 
will really be able to celebrate when a cure is an-
nounced for ALS. In the meantime, we will keep 
our faith and hope for a cure and continue to raise 
money for research and to help the patient and their 
families. Our wish for each of you in this New Year 
is health, happiness and peace. God willing, we 
plan to take part in this celebration again this De-
cember of  2011. 

 
* * * * * * * * * * 

 
On behalf of the Art Maloney family, I wish to ex-
press their thanks, and mine, for the expressions of 
sympathy and friendship while he was in the care 
center and following his death.  
 
A special thanks to Pastor Mark Rader, for his in-
spirational service, to the fellow members of the 
church that served as pallbearers and a special 
thanks to the ladies who served the lunch following 
the service. I am very proud to be a long-time 
member of Faith United Methodist Church. 
 
Sincerely, 
Eileen Churchill 
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2011 STEWARDSHIP  
CAMPAIGN 

 
On the weekend of the 18th and 19th of Decem-
ber we finished our sermon series on Steward-
ship with a reminder that in addition to being 
good stewards of our time, talents, health 
(bodies), creation itself, and our possessions,  
we are also called to be good stewards of the 
money that God has placed in our hands.  In 
particular Pastor Mark raised the question of 
whether or not God still wants us to tithe, a 
practice that is required in the Old Testament.  
If you missed that message and would like to 
hear his challenging conclusions you can down-
load the sermon from our website at 
www.faithsv.net and listen to it on your com-
puter or MP3 player. 
 
We also received pledges for our 2011 Stew-
ardship Campaign that weekend, a week late 
due to the blizzard that had shut everything 
down on the 11th and 12th.  If you haven’t re-
turned your pledges for next year yet we’d en-
courage you to send them to the church office 
as soon as possible.  In the meantime, if you 
missed the cartoon that Pastor Mark referenced 
in the introduction to his message, here it is.  
We found it both amusing and profound, and 
trust that you will too.   
 
 

 

 
YOUTH FELLOWSHIP 

 
ALL YOUTH (6 grade on up) are invited to a New Year 
Kick off Party at Faith UMC.  January 9th, 4-
7pm.  Food, Games, Activities, Get to know Laura, and 
look at the year ahead! 

 
 
 
 
 

UMYS!!! 
 
UMYs (United Methodist Youth) is a weekend retreat 
for United Methodist Youth in grades 9 – 12.  The youth 
and their adult leaders spend a weekend singing, wor-
shipping, and praising God, and participating in activi-
ties with workshop presenters and inspirational speakers.  
It is also a time for like-minded youth to meet, form new 
friendships, and strengthen existing bonds. 
 
This year UMYs will be held from February 4 – 6 at the 
St. Cloud Holiday Inn & Suites, with registration en-
couraged before January 8th.  Bishop Sally Dyck will be 
a guest speaker, and the band “Boiling Point” will be 
performing.  Cost is $130 per person (after January 8th it 
goes up to $140), and scholarship help is available from 
the church. More information can be found in the flyer 
on the bulletin just outside of the Sanctuary. If you’d 
like to attend please let Pastor Mark or Laura Perez 
know as soon as possible! 
 
********************************************* 
 
 

BRING YOUR BULLETIN 
 
Tootie's restaurant here in Spring Valley is offering 
a special meal deal to anyone who comes in to eat on 
Saturday evening AND brings their bulletin from that 
evening’s service with them! 
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YF SUPERNIGHT!!! 

 
For several years now the Rochester Area Youth for Christ has sponsored a “lock-in” in Rochester 
called Supernight.  Held from 10:00 p.m. on Friday, February 25th till 5:45 a.m. on Saturday, February 
26th, the event is open to all High School and Middle School students. 
 
Held at the Rochester Athletic Club, Rec Center, Colonial Lanes and Recreation Lanes, attendees will be 
ice skating, bowling, swimming, playing basketball, volleyball, broomball and dodgeball.  There will also 
be a program and food before we play at the rinks, courts, lanes and pool.  You can find more information 
on the web at www.rochesterareayfc.org  (click on “Events”). 
 
All of the driving after we arrive is done by the Supernight team!  Cost is $26 per student in advance ($34 
at the door if available).  Tickets are limited.  If you’d be interested in participating in this event please let 
Pastor Mark or Laura know a.s.a.p! 
 
P.S.  We may be looking for an adult chaperone or two (your costs will be paid).  If you’d like to help let 
Pastor Mark know.  


